
Newsletter
Launch of
Journeys Book
60 gifted and talented primary and secondary pupils
from across the East 1 Schools' Partnership
celebrated their achievements at the book launch
event for ‘Journeys’, a book containing their own
creative writing.

Last academic year, the East 1 Schools' Partnership
piloted an exciting and innovative writing project for
gifted and talented writers.  This project involved the
pupils visiting different attractions across London
including the London Eye, the Tower of London,
Kensington Gardens and a theatre performance of
Oliver!  After each trip, the pupils worked with the
children's author, Val Rutt, to develop their writing
skills and worked collaboratively to produce this book,
which has now been published.  

“The writing project was awesome. My favourite part
was when we watched Oliver Twist at Drury Lane

Theatre. It was a shame that it has
finished,” said Ibrahim Latif,  a Year 4 pupil from
Kobi Nazrul Primary School.“The launch was

exciting, I couldn’t wait to get my hands on the
book and look back at my previous work.”

“I am very proud of my son and it was nice to see
him presented with his book.   I am happy that he

was selected as a gifted and talented pupil
to get involved in the writing

project,” said Rokeya Khatun,
Ibrahim’s mother. “My son has

really benefited from the project
and he really enjoyed it.”

The book launch was attended by
many different organisations and
gave them the chance to view the

book and consider whether they

2 G&T Academy

3 Sharing Stories

4 National Science and

Engineering Week 2011

4 Inspiring Science

Careers

5 Celebrating Success

7 Can Do Celebration

Event

Issue 7 Spring 2011 6 Schools One Mission

continued on page 2

72061 Newsletter Spring 2011:Layout 1  27/05/2011  13:30  Page 1



2 East 1 Schools’ Partnership Newsletter Spring 2011

would stock ‘Journeys’.  The
book is now stocked by the
Tower Hamlets Schools
Library Services, Eastside
Book Shop on Brick Lane and
is also available in the Idea
Stores.  

The book is also featured on
the East End Talking website
and is displayed in Bethnal
Green Library.

As a result of the book launch,
the East 1 Schools’ Partnership
has raised £765 from the sale
of the book. All proceeds from
the sale of the book will be
used to support the
partnership activities that we
run for parents and gifted and
talented pupils including
accredited courses for parents
to help them gain
employment, educational
parents’ events, and a gifted
and talented after-school
academy including subjects
such as Philosophy.

The Gifted and Talented
Academy is a new and exciting
initiative that offers year 5-8
pupils the opportunity to
participate in new subjects
that are not currently offered
as part of the National
Curriculum. The G&T
Academy aims to expose
high achieving pupils to
different academic

experiences that help to further enhance
their skills and ability and in turn increase their

aspirations to attend Russell Group Universities. The full programme
will be launched next academic year, but during the spring term, the
East 1 Schools’ Partnership piloted the academy and offered pupils
the opportunity to attend one after school activity.

This term, pupils had the opportunity to participate in Philosophy
Workshops, which were held at Swanlea School and delivered by
Andy West from the Philosophy Shop. The workshops aimed to
develop the pupil’s thinking, speaking and listening skills. Pupils took
part in a range of interactive workshops focused on different
philosophical discussions on topics including decision making,
beliefs and perspectives. The pupils involved in this project have had
the chance to participate in unique learning experiences, where the
discussions are determined by their thoughts and ideas. In addition
to this, primary pupils have had the chance to interact with
secondary pupils and also have had the chance to experience
learning within a secondary school setting. “It’s enjoyable. It makes
you think more and shows you how creative you can be. It has helped
me with English,” said Faatimah Hussain, year 7 pupil from Swanlea
School.

The East 1 Schools’
Partnership aims to
further develop the
Gifted and Talented
Academy next
academic year and
deliver a range of
subjects including
Latin, Mandarin
and the Classics.

G&T Academy

“I think it’s really good. It helps me with other subjects that

are linked to Philosophy. In general, I think it’s very great.

Rumina Hussain, year 6 pupil from Kobi Nazrul Primary School

“It was a great experience

for me because now I

think back to the trips and

the places that we went

when I write stories. I feel

really proud of myself

because it is the writing

that I wrote in the book.”

Jessica Sidratu, Year 4

pupil from Canon Barnett

Primary School

Copies of Journeys can be
purchased for £5. To purchase a
copy of ‘Journeys’, please contact
Cynthia Allen at

or call her on
callen@swan

lea.towerha
mlets.sch.u

k

07595 608 801
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Year 11 Swanlea students completed a project where
they designed their own storybooks to teach to
younger children. The aim of the 'Teacher-in-Role'
project was to help to improve their literacy.

In order to offer the pupils a real life experience
on this project, primary schools from across the
East 1 Schools’ Partnership were invited to visit
the Swanlea Library for a Storytelling Session.
This allowed the Year 11s pupils to share their
original stories with a live audience.

Year 3 pupils from Thomas Buxton Junior
School visited Swanlea School Library to listen
to the stories written by the Year 11 students and
to also share stories that they had written back at
their schools. The Year 11 pupils also visited Kobi
Nazrul Primary School for a story sharing session.

“It was very nice reading my book to
the pupils. At first I was
nervous, but after I heard
other stories, I got
more confident to
read mine,” said
Marwa Begum,
Year 11 pupil from
Swanlea School. “I
am really
enjoying it and I
am having fun.”

36 Schools One Mission

Sharing Stories

“It is good that we are sharing stories, so that we can find out

what the stories are about. We listened to other people’s stories

and we swapped around. I liked the story about a boy who had an

accident and a man who saved him.”

Joya Jaynath Ahmed, Year 3 pupil from Thomas Buxton Juniors

Hanifa Said
Canon Barnett Primary School

During the termly celebration
event, the achievements of Hanifa
Said were acknowledged, a parent
who has shown extreme
dedication not only to her own
achievements but also towards
the achievements of other
parents across the partnership.

Hanifa has been involved in activities
delivered by the East 1 Schools’ Partnership since
January 2009, when the partnership started to
run parental engagement activities.  She attended
our launch event and over the last 2 years she has
successfully completed 7 partnership courses
including the Single Point of Access Employment
course, Volunteering in Schools Course and

Understanding Community Interpreting Course
and has achieved three nationally
accredited certificates.  This academic year,
she is continuing to work towards achieving
further accreditation.

As well as being actively involved in her own
child’s school as a volunteer and a Parent
Governor, she is also actively involved in the
East 1 Schools’ Partnership.  She is a member of
the East 1 Parents’ Forum and has been a
member since it began in November 2009.  As a
Forum member she has actively been involved in
making decisions about parent activities run

across the partnership and has helped to plan and
organise partnership events and projects.

The East 1 Schools’ Partnership would like to
congratulate as well as thank Hanifa for all her
hard work!
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As part of National Science and
Engineering Week 2011, on Thursday

17th March, Year 5 and Year 7 pupils
from the East 1 Schools’ Partnership
got involved in a Science Week event
held at Swanlea School. Pupils from Canon Barnett, Osmani, Stewart
Headlam, Thomas Buxton Juniors and Swanlea School were organised into
six mixed school groups named after famous Scientists; these were
Einstein, Curie, Darwin, Newton, Nightingale and Seacole. 

Each group participated in different interactive workshops which provided
them with a taste of different Science related careers and pupils got the
opportunity to find out what it is like to be a Forensic Scientist,
Nutritionist, Engineer, Surgeon, Environmental Health Officer and Science
Educator. The workshops were run by Science Professionals from Queen
Mary University, Imperial College London, Crew, Swanlea School and the

London Borough of Tower Hamlets. During these workshops they got

Inspiring
Science

Careers

Parents Enjoy Science

National Science and Enginee

During the Science Week event, Year 5 and 7 parents from across the
East 1 Schools’ Partnership had the opportunity to get involved in a
Science workshop.  The event was attended by parents from Canon
Barnett, Osmani and Swanlea School and the parents learned about
Secondary Science as well as different Science Careers. 

The parents participated in a variety of activities including a show
and tell me session where they had to identify different organs in
the body, live experiments run by Science Teachers from Swanlea
School and they also viewed a presentation delivered by a Civil
Engineer from the Rail sector. Parents were given some Science
work materials and handouts to work through with their
children at home. “The event was really good  fun  and the
teachers gave us a lot of information and also gave us
materials that we could use to do some work at home with the
kids,” said Asha Abdillahi, parent from Canon Barnett Primary
School. 

At the end there was a raffle prize draw with fantastic prizes that the parents could share
with their children including a brain trainer and a Science experiment kit. 

“It was a lovely event. I really
enjoyed it and it gave me an
idea of how Science is taught
in class to the children. The
teachers were helpful and
the workshop helped to
explain Science to me and
now I know more about
what Science is about. I
didn’t know that to be an
Engineer you may need a
Science degree. It helped me
to realise that there are more
careers then just being a
Doctor such as being a
Dietician or an Engineer.” Syeda Nasima, parent from

Osmani Primary School.
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On Thursday 6th January, the
East 1 Schools’ Partnership
held it’s first termly
celebration event to
acknowledge the
achievements of parents who
have successfully completed a
variety of personal
development courses. The
event was attended by
parents who had completed
the Single Point of Access
Employment Course, as

well as parents, who had
successfully completed
accredited courses including
the Volunteering in Schools
course and the Understanding
Community Interpreting
course.

“The Single Point of Access
course was great because it
has given me clear career
prospects. I needed to do my
CV and it has now been
updated and I have had a few
interviews as a result,” said
Loni Begum, parent from

eering Week 2011
involved in practical and
interactive activities and
found out how Science is
important to each job. The
event was a great success
and pupils developed
knowledge on different
Science related career
paths, for instance, as a
result of the workshops
some pupils now want to
pursue a career as a

Crime Scene Investigator. “It
was a superb experience. The forensic science was my

favourite because we got to pretend we were detectives,” said
Tuhfa Firdaus, year 5 pupil from Osmani Primary School.

As part of the day, the pupils
collected information using a
booklet which contained
questions so that they could
collect information that
would help them to think
about the different career

paths that Science
could lead to.  They also
used the information to
develop Science Career
Presentations, which
they created back in
their schools with the
best presentations
winning exciting prizes
including a Finger
Printing Kit, a Richard
Hammond Science
Experiment set and a Crystal
Growing Kit.

Muhib Hoque 
East 1 Schools’ Administrator

“The Science event taught me a lot of careers which I could

do if I study Science. My most favourite job was the surgeon

career. I got to feel a real heart from a sheep…This

experience has taught me a lot because my future job is

being a doctor and that taught me all about the heart.”

Faiza Khanom, Year 5 pupil from Stewart Headlam Primary
School

Celebrating
Success

continued on page 7
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In the information age, the ability
to understand and effectively use
the Internet is becoming an
important part of our daily lives
as it contributes to jobs, research
and social networking. 

Recently, I attended a 4 week
long course called ‘Function and
uses of email and internet, which
was delivered for East 1 Parents’
Forum members. It was a very
extensive course and was useful
for beginners of ICT. After
completing the course, I now feel
confident to send and receive
professional emails and to use
search engines to research

information for the different
activities that we plan as part of
the Parents’ Forum. Now I can
communicate with friends,
search for information, work
from home and update my
software.

As a member of the East 1
Schools Parents’ Forum, I
have to use the internet to
search for different topics
which I need to present in
our meetings. After
attending this course, I
now feel more confident
to present data and will
have more to say in the

next meeting in order to shape
the future of our children. Thank
you East 1.

Emdad Islam
East 1 Parents’ Forum Member
representing Stewart Headlam

6 East 1 Schools’ Partnership Newsletter Spring 2011

Function and
Uses of Email and
Internet

Parents Forum members attended a
teambuilding event where they had an
opportunity to get to know each better
so they can work together effectively as
a team, to plan partnership activities
and events.

They visited Hollywood Bowl in Surrey Quays where they competed in a bowling
competition and played teambuilding games so that they could find out about each
others hobbies and interests. “I really enjoyed the bowling and the meal and the prizes.
The event was very helpful and helped me to get to know the other parents better,” said
Tasleem Elahi, parent from Kobi Nazrul.

The event finished with a meal at Pizza Hut where they shared the information that they discovered about
each other. 

East 1 Schools Pare

Teambuilding Event
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The East 1 Parents’
Forum was invited to
attend the Can Do
celebration event
which was held in
Oxford House on the
1st February, to
celebrate the
success of the
Family Cook and Play
Project that they delivered in
December 2010.

The East 1 Parents’ Forum
received a Can Do Community
Grant to deliver the Family Cook
and Play project which provided

families with the
chance to participate in healthy
cooking workshops and sports
activities.  The project was run on
Saturday afternoons for 4 weeks
and was attended by a minimum
of 16 families each week.

Because of the success of the
project, the East 1 Parents’ Forum
were asked to present the project
at the Award Ceremony and this
presentation was delivered by
Hanifa Said, from Canon Barnett
and Nicole Aslam, from Kobi
Nazrul Primary School. At the
event, the Parents’ Forum were
presented with a certificate to

acknowledge their
achievement in delivering
such a highly successful
project.

7

Can Do Celebration
Event

rents’ Forum

6 Schools One Mission

Swanlea
School. “The celebration
event was really nice. I
really enjoyed it and the
presentation was nice. It
was nice to meet up with
everyone again.”

Representatives from the
Parental Engagement
Team, Extended Services,
Skillsmatch, the WEA and
Canon Barnett Primary
School attended the event
to celebrate the
achievements of the
parents who were
presented with their
certificates. 

Parents who attended the
event also had the chance
to win fantastic prizes as
part of a raffle prize draw.

Congratulations to all the
parents who successfully
completed the courses.
The East 1 Schools'
Partnership wishes you
every success in your
future!

“It was really enjoyable
and I am really pleased.
My husband attended
with me and he is very
proud of me.  My
children are also very
proud.”

Sidratul Madhabi,
parent from Canon
Barnett Primary School

continued from page 5
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Volunteering Course

This course was delivered by the
Parental Engagement Team and
was held in Osmani Primary
School. The course was attended
by parents from Kobi Nazrul,
Osmani, Stewart Headlam, Thomas
Buxton Infants and Juniors and
Swanlea School.  

The parents involved participated
in a 10 week programme where
they learned how they could
successfully support teachers
within the classroom.  As part of
the course, each parent has to
volunteer within a school for 5
weeks. “I learned a lot of new
things about school policies
including neglect and school
rules,” said Halema Begum, a
parent from Osmani School. “I
enjoy volunteering in the Library
at Swanlea School, doing shelving
and sorting out the books. I am
going to continue to volunteer for
more than 5 weeks.”

Community Interpreting
Course

Canon Barnett Primary School
hosted the first higher level course
run by the East 1 Schools’
Partnership. The Essential Skills
and Knowledge in Community
Interpreting was delivered by the
WEA and was funded by the LAPS 1
& 2 Extended Services Cluster and
was available to parents from
across both LAPS. 

There was huge demand for the
course and many of the parents
who completed the Level 1
qualification progressed onto this
course. The course was attended
by parents from Canon Barnett,
Kobi Nazrul, Osmani, and Swanlea

Partnership Courses

Editor

Cynthia Allen
East 1 Schools
Project Manager

Get Involved

If you would like to get
involved in any
activities taking place
across the East 1
Schools’ Partnership or
within your local area,
look out for posters and
leaflets in your child’s
school.

Your Stories

Please keep in touch
and share your stories
about activities that are
taking place across the
East 1 Schools’
Partnership, so that they
can be included in the
next newsletter.

Your Ideas

Please let us know if
you have any
suggestions for new
activities that parents
would be interested in
taking part in.

For more information

To share your ideas or
stories or to get more
information about the
East 1 Schools’
Partnership or any of
the articles included in
this newsletter, contact
Cynthia Allen on
07595 608 801
or email her at
callen@swanlea.tower
hamlets.sch.uk

School. Schools in attendance
from outside of the East 1
Schools’ Partnership included
Virginia Primary School, St
Peter’s CofE Primary School
and Olga Primary School.

Parents involved in the course
gained knowledge of the skills
required of a Community
Interpreter and also gained a
full understanding of how to
successfully interpret for
someone who speaks little or
no English and worked towards
achieving a Level 2 or 3
qualification. They received
talks from professional
interpreters and service
providers and gained
information about how to
pursue a career in interpreting.
“The presenters gave us a good
picture of different services
including social services and
health, so we could fully
understanding what the
services are and how each
service works,” said Hanifa Said,
parent from Canon Barnett
Primary School.

“It really opened my eyes to
understanding people’s
needs in the community
and how as an interpreter
we can help bridge that
understanding. Other types
of interpreting are
restrictive but as
Community Interpreters we
can signpost clients.”

Shazna Begum, parent
from Canon Barnett
Primary School
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